
We are in a phenomenal season of growth! 
Since our last newsletter, we have seen several ‘Firsts’... 

FIRST VISIT from the AMERICAN AMBASSADOR  

 

 Season of Growth 

This issue, we celebrate : 
 First Visit from the American 

Ambassador and representatives 
from the Congo Interior Minister 

 First Health Fair 

 First Graduates from our Trainee 
Program 

 First Regional Eye Screening  

 First 4 by 4 pick up truck 

 First Short Term Mission Team 

 First Internet Access 

 First Time our patients can see 
again after their operations! 

On 10 Dec 2014, we were honoured to show Her Excellency Stephanie 

Sullivan, Ambassador of the United States to the Rep. of Congo, her 

team, and representatives of the Congolese Interior Minister our eye 

centre. It transpires that we treated the Military Representative's 

daughter's eyes, and that he is delighted that she is now much better!  

FIRST HEALTH FAIR 

On 22 Mar 2015, we held our first health fair! It 

was wonderful on so many different levels. Our 

staff enjoyed preparing the posters, booths, and 

presentation. They had never seen or done any-

thing like this before. The Samoutou children 

also enjoyed helping with the children's games 

and rehearsing for a health promotion play. The 

day itself went extraordinarily well. Our booths 

literally roared with non-stop laughter. It really 

was a great day, filled with fun and laughter, and 

many told us that they learnt a lot through it.  

FIRST GRADUATES from  

Our EYE TRAINEE PROGRAM 

Congratulations to our 3 graduates!  They suc-

cessfully completed our trainee program, and 

have joined our team as full-time staff.  We 

continue to train them across a range of skills 

from clinical to administrative.  It is a joy and 

privilege to see them grow! 
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FIRST VEHICLE 

FIRST REGIONAL COMMUNITY EYE HEALTH & SCREENING 

After 2 years of effort, we were thrilled to receive permission from the government to 

extend our current screening program from our regional capital Impfondo to the 

entire Likouala region!  80% of blindness can be avoided through prevention or 

treatment.  Half of the people who are blind are blind from cataracts, and will be 

able to see again through a one-off operation.  The vast majority of people who live 

in remote villages are not aware of this.  At the first village that we screened, we 

found a blind man who did not know that he had cataracts.  He also did not know 

that he would be able to see again through an operation.  We found several others 

who would benefit from glasses, as well as several who had conditions that if left 

untreated would lead to irreversible blindness.  Seeing these desperate needs has 

spurred us on in our commitment to go into the communities to restore sight and to 

prevent sight loss.  Thank you for your support! We really need your help to do more!  

The incredible Alliance International Church in Hong 

Kong gave the Samoutous a brand new 4 by 4 pick-up 

truck!  The truck succeeded in getting out of port within 

a mere 3 months, and safely made the crazy journey to 

our hospital. (The pictures on the right are our main 

national highway!)  Only such a monster truck like this 

could have survived these so called roads!  We can 

now transport medical and maintenance supplies, do 

airport runs for our visiting volunteers, and travel to the 

villages for screening.  We can even transport the pa-

tients who need further medical care back from the 

village with us to the hospital (See below) 

FIRST INTERNET ACCESS FIRST SHORT TERM 

MISSION TEAM 

We just celebrated our 3-year anniversary in Congo, and spent it with our 

very first short term mission team!  The team, led by Pastor William Leung 

of Alliance Global Serve, travelled from Hong Kong, Canada as well as the 

UK.   They were a massive encouragement.  They accomplished so much 

within a mere 12 days!  They installed the long awaited internet at the eye 

centre, and at the Samoutou home which also acts as the New Sight Of-

fice.   They invested in our children by running a Vacation Bible School.  

They filmed lots of footage for New Sight, played Chinese checkers, spoke 

Chinese, and were just a joy to be with!  They also brought lots of goodies 

including 2.4kg of chocolate chips, 1kg of jelly beans, oyster sauce, medi-

cal supplies, but the best thing they brought was…. Joyce’s mum and dad!  

It was the best surprise gift ever for the Samoutou children! 


